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A comprehensive look at World War II battle sites in the German capital. On April 16, 1945, the
Red Army unleashed a colossal offensive against Berlin with the aim of destroying Hitler’s
armies in the East and capturing the German capital before the Western Allies. Over two million
soldiers confronted each other in the last act in the war against Nazi Germany. In the course of
the next three weeks, relentless Soviet assaults crashed against a desperate, sometimes
suicidal defense, and the historic city was turned into a vast battleground. This was the climax of
an awful conflict. It represented the death struggle of Hitler’s Third Reich and the supreme
achievement of Stalin’s forces, and the story of the battle has fascinated students of warfare ever
since. Yet this epic contest can only be understood by visiting the sites of the battle on the
ground, on the outskirts of the city, in the suburbs, in the city center where the final dramatic
combat took place. And this is the aim of Tony Le Tissier’s definitive guide to the Battle of Berlin. 

About the AuthorDuring many years working in several senior official positions in Berlin -
including spells as provost marshal and British governor of Spandau prison - Tony Le Tissier has
accumulated a vast knowledge of the campaign the led up to the fall of Berlin. He has
researched every aspect of the 1945 battle for the city in unprecedented detail and has
published a series of outstanding books on the subject - The Battle of Berlin 1945, Farewell to
Spandau, Berlin Then and Now, Zhukov at the Oder, Slaughter at Halbe, The Third Reich Then
and Now, With Our Backs to Berlin, Death Was Our Companion, Berlin Battlefield Guide: Third
Reich and Cold War and The Siege of Kstrin 1945: Gateway to Berlin. --This text refers to an out
of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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Reichstag Battlefield TourNotesBibliographyINTRODUCTIONThe purpose of this book is to
provide a battlefield guide to the Berlin area and to entice people, whether military history buffs
or not, to open a veritable Pandora’s Box of interesting aspects of recent history. Some
knowledge of German would be useful, but it is not essential.This is by no means a conventional
battlefield guide, for it involves the dramatic change in tactics from large-scale open warfare to
fragmented fighting in a built-up area, and is not confined to the specific 1945 battle, but also
covers aspects of the Third Reich, the Cold War and subsequent developments encountered
along the way.To put the 1945 battle for the conquest of Berlin into perspective, it entailed
fighting on a scale beside which the invasion of Normandy tends to pale into insignificance.
Some 150,000 Allied soldiers landed on D-day at a cost of 4,900 casualties of all kinds, about
2,000 of them killed, whereas Marshal Zhukov had over 768,000 troops to attack the German
9th Army defending Berlin on 16 April 1945. Within four days he lost over 37,610 Soviet and
about 5,000 Polish soldiers admitted killed, plus 141,800 wounded and 7,804 missing: a total of
some 190,000 casualties, although some authorities quote over 300,000 casualties in all. Then
Marshal Koniev entered the fray with another 100,000 troops.Second Lieutenant Karl-Hermann
Tams described the opening barrage at Seelow:At 0300 hours on the morning of 16 April 1945
40,000 guns opened fire simultaneously. It seemed as if the dawn were suddenly upon us and
then vanished again. The whole Oder valley bed shook. 40,000 guns, a total known today,
amounting to 333 to the kilometre. In the bridgehead it was as light as day. The hurricane of fire
reached out to the Seelow Heights. It seemed as if the earth were reaching up into the sky like a
dense wall. Everything around us started dancing, rattling about. Whatever was not securely
fastened down fell from the shelves and cupboards. Pictures fell off the walls and crashed to the
floor. Glass splinters jumped out of window frames. We were soon covered in sand, dirt and
glass splinters. None of us had experienced anything like it before, nor would have believed it
possible. There was no escape. The greatest concentration of artillery fire in history was directed
immediately in front of us. We had the impression that every square yard of earth would be
ploughed up.1Suggested preliminary reading for the serious enthusiast consists of my books
Zhukov at the Oder and Race for the Reichstag. For an easier read providing good background
knowledge, I strongly recommend my translation and presentation of Helmut Altner’s Berlin
Dance of Death and, for survivors’ personal accounts of various episodes, see my books With
Our Backs to Berlin and Death Was Our Companion, while my book Slaughter at Halbe covers
the fate of the bulk of the 9th Army to the south of Berlin thereafter.English-language versions of
the videos Durchbruch an der Oder (Breakthrough on the Oder River – Order no. CMG-3021 V)
and Der Todeskampf der Reichshauptstadt (The Fate of Hitler’s Capital — Order no. CMG-1091
V) are both obtainable from Chronos Media GmbH and provide some very interesting
viewing.Chronos Media GmbHAlt Nowawes 116–118, D–14482 Potsdam-BabelsbergTel:
0049-331–704930Fax: 0049-331–7049315Email: gass@chronos-media-deWeb:Layout of



GuideThis guidebook is divided into three parts to conform with the three distinct phases of the
overall battle: the breakthrough battle for Berlin (the battle for the Seelow Heights); the reduction
of Berlin and the battle for the Reichstag.For the first phase you need transport, a hire car
perhaps, with which you can make the basic one-day tour, plus any of the suggested additional
explorations in that area, but public transport will suffice for all the city tours except one, and is
far more convenient. If you intend including any of the Polish options in your tour, pleasure
ensure that your car insurance provides for this.This book contains three suggested one-day
tours in the first section. The first tour covers the essential main elements, and then offers some
additional suggestions for visits to the secret Warsaw Pact nuclear warfare headquarters near
Seelow, and to the Ostwall fortifications at Miedzyrzecz (Meserich) and the Soviet 33rd Army’s
cemeteries at Cybinka (Ziebingen) in Poland. Note: This first phase is dependent upon starting
with a visit to Seelow Museum, which is closed on Mondays, so please design your tour
accordingly.The Berlin excursions are also roughly based on the one-day tour concept, but can
be easily adapted to suit the individual concerned.Good walking shoes are needed throughout
and also a strong torch should you consider the Secret Village option. The latter also requires
pre-booking (see Chapter 5: Seelow Tour D).For a more in-depth guide to the city than can be
provided in a battlefield context, I recommend The Rough Guide to Berlin, published by Rough
Guides in the UK at £11.99.Recommended MapsFor the first phase, I suggest the 1:100,000
map Landkreis Märkish-Oderland, issued by Landesvermessung und Geobasisinformation
(LGB), available from petrol stations at €6. For Berlin itself, I suggest Knick Mich!, a folding map-
book at 1:20,000 scale that fits into the pocket, at €7.95.TerminologyPlease note that the word
‘Unification’ used in the text refers to the 1989 unification of the Federal Republic of Germany
with the so-called German Democratic Republic of East Germany, which is usually described as
‘Reunification’ in Germany. The term ‘Allied Occupation’ denotes the period of Allied sovereignty
within the western sectors of the city, the last vestiges of which were relinquished on 2 October
1990.AcknowledgementsThis book is the result of almost thirty years of accumulating
information, for which I am indebted to the many people acknowledged in my previous works.
Here I would particularly like to thank Gerd-Ulrich Herrmann and Jürgen Fiehne of Seelow
Museum, Dr Reinhard Schmook of the Oderland Museum, and Captain Bill Bellamy and Lothar
Loewe for their help with photographs.My thanks are also due to After the Battle for permission
to use photographs taken from Berlin Then and Now and to Chronos-Film for some stills taken
from German and Soviet newsreels.Getting ThereBerlin has three operating airports, Tegel,
Schönefeld and Tempelhof, although the latter is supposed to be closing down, and is serviced
by a variety of airlines operating from various airports in the United Kingdom at varying and
sometimes very reasonable prices, so it is advisable to shop around. Alternatively, you can travel
out in your own car, or use the train or bus services available.Planning your TripHaving first read
through this book, it is advisable to decide what you would like to do within the time and other
factors applicable. I presume that you would like to spend at least one day covering the
breakthrough battle features at Seelow and this would fit in best at the beginning of your tour.



Flying out from the UK, hiring a car and driving out to Seelow would take the best part of a day.
On the other hand, leaving Berlin at 0800 hours, one can drive out to Seelow and complete the
first Seelow tour in just one day.AccommodationBerlinThere is a tremendous choice of hotel
accommodation available in the city.See: .Seelow AreaThe following hotels are recommended in
the Seelow area:Waldhotel Diedersdorf (Grade ** Superior)Eichendamm 9Waldsiedlung
DiedersdorfD-15306 Seelow OT VierlindenTel: 0049-3346-88883Email: waldhotel-Seelow@t-
online.de(off the B1 between Diedersdorf and Seelow)Hotel Brandenburger Hof (Grade
***)Apfelstrasse 1D-15306 SeelowTel: 0049-3346-88940Email:
brandenburgerhof@seelow.de(off the B1 in Seelow)Seehotel Luisenhof (Grade ****)Am
GabelseeD-15306 FalkenhagenTel: 0049-33603-400Email: seehotel-luisenhof@t-on-line.de(off
the B5 near Falkenhagen – see Seelow Tour D – or off the autobahn route from Schönefeld
Airport)Getting out to SeelowFrom the map below, you can see that there are various routes
available to get you out to Seelow. If you are already in the city, the B1/5 from Alexanderplatz will
take you straight out to Seelow, becoming the B1 on the Müncheberg bypass when the B5 splits
off for Frankfurt/Oder.From Tegel Airport the road takes you straight out on to autobahn BAB-111
to join the BAB-100, the city ring road or Stadtring, at Junction 4, and at Junction 9,
Messedamm, you can, if you wish, turn off on to the BAB-115 signed for Hannover–Leipzig to
connect via the BAB-10 for Frankfurt/Oder with the common route onwards from the
Schönefelder Kreuz crossroads. Otherwise, you continue along the BAB-100, following the signs
for Dresden.From Tempelhof Airport you turn left on to the B96 which takes you to Junction 20 of
the BAB-100 and follow the signs for Dresden. At Junction 25 Dreieck Neukölln, turn on to the
BAB-113, still following the signs for Dresden. The BAB-113 is currently under construction,
being designed to bypass Schönefeld Airport and connect directly with the existing southern
spur of the BAB-113 leading to the Schönefelder Kreuz crossroads. At present drivers are
diverted right to the B179 to Schönefeld Airport, where a right turn on the B96a connects with
the BAB-113 spur.From Schönefeld Airport you turn right on to the B96a to connect with the
BAB-113 spur.The BAB-113 then takes you south to the Schönefelder Kreuz crossroads, where
you turn on to the BAB-10 for 13 kilometres to Junction 8 Dreieck Spreeau, following the signs to
Frankfurt/Oder. Another 43 kilometres brings you to Junction 6 Müllrose, where you turn off left
for Jacobsdorf, and then go straight on to Petersdorf and Petershagen. From Petershagen the
road continues straight on to Seelow, but if you are planning to stay at the Seehotel Luisenhof,
you need to turn left here on the B5; some 1.5 kilometres further on the hotel is signed off on the
first road to the right. Driving straight on to Seelow via Lietzen, join the B167 and go on to the
main crossroads with the B1. Turn right here for the Museum on the Küstrin road and you will
find it halfway down the hill on the right.For the other hotels, turn left at the B1 Junction. The
Hotel Brandenburger Hof is about 400 metres on, just off the main road on the left and clearly
signed. For the Waldhotel Diedersdorf continue straight on to the junction with the new bypass,
turn left and you will see the hotel signed off to the right.Comments, Criticisms and Personal
ServicesThe author would welcome any comments, criticisms or requests for personal services



for individuals or groups by email to:Tony@somerset50.freeserve.co.ukABBREVIATIONS AND
SYMBOLS USEDAArmyArtyArtilleryAsltAssaultBbgBrandenburgBFByelorussian
FrontBtyBatteryCCorpsCPCommand PostDDivisionFd ArtyField ArtilleryFd RepField
ReplacementFusFusilierGAGuards ArmyGdsGuardsGrGrenadierGRCGuards Rifle
CorpsGrnGarrisonGTAGuards Tank ArmyGTBGuards Tank BrigadeHJHitler
YouthKmkKurmarkLtLightMbgMünchebergMtnMountainParaParachutePol IRPolish Infantry
RegimentPzPanzerPzGrPanzergrenadierRecceReconnaissanceSAShock ArmySPGSelf-
propelled gunSySecuritytTon capacityTkTankUFUkrainian FrontVVolksVSVolkssturmPART
ONESEELOW BATTLEFIELDCHAPTER ONETHE SEELOW BATTLE SYNOPSISIn mid-
January of the severe winter of 1945, Marshal Koniev’s 1st Ukrainian Front and Marshal
Zhukov’s 1st Byelorussian Front launched a major operation from the Vistula River just south of
Warsaw. This operation secured an almost immediate success, smashing the 4th Panzer and
9th Armies of the German Army Group Vistula. Marshal Zhukov’s troops made such rapid
progress that the aim of the operation was altered in the hope of securing a crossing across the
River Oder, the last natural obstacle before Berlin, while the ice still held. In this mad rush
forwards vehicles had to tow one another to save fuel as they outstripped their logistical
support.On 31 January and 3 February respectively Zhukov’s troops crossed the Oder
unopposed north and south of Küstrin and established bridgeheads. Surprisingly enough no
special effort was made at this juncture to seize Küstrin, where an ancient fortress at the junction
of the Warthe and Oder Rivers dominated the only rail and road bridges for miles, and thus was
of vital operational importance to either side. Another bridgehead was established south of
Frankfurt an der Oder by the Soviet 33rd Army.Soviet cavalry entering ‘Damned
Germany’.Zhukov was prepared there and then to risk an armoured thrust on Berlin, despite his
poor logistical state, but Stalin called him off to clear East Pomerania, where German forces
were gathering for a counterstroke. This left only limited forces to hold the bridgeheads in the
Oderbruch against the troops the Germans hastily assembled to try to drive the Soviets back
across the river. Throughout February the Soviets had to rely on artillery support from the east
bank, so could do little to expand their positions in the Oderbruch, but the little town of Lebus at
the base of the Reitwein Spur was seized on the 12th and this area became the scene of severe
fighting that was to last another two months.Soviet bridge-building on the Oder.An attempt to
expand the southern Oderbruch bridgehead in early March was only partially successful, and
then bad weather put an end to further operations until 22 March when a two-day operation
succeeded in combining the two bridgeheads and isolating the reinforced Küstrin garrison. The
Germans counterattacked in strength with over four divisions on the 27th, hoping to relieve
Küstrin, but their tanks foundered on the minefields laid by the Soviets and the attack had to be
abandoned on the second day. The Soviets then directed their efforts on taking Küstrin, which
fell on the 29th, although a thousand troops managed to break through to the German lines.In
the meantime the East Pomeranian operation had been successfully completed. Zhukov flew to
Moscow to clear his plans for Operation Berlin with Stalin, and a massive logistical operation



began to redeploy and restock his armies with personnel, equipment, ammunition and fuel, all
within just two weeks. The Germans concentrated on preparing their defences for the inevitable
onslaught to come.Soviet anti-tank riflemen passing a wrecked German Pz IV.Hitler made an
unprecedented visit to the front, consulting with General Busse, the commander of the 9th Army,
at CIst Corps Headquarters at Schloss Harnekop on 3 March, and Josef Goebbels, now Reichs
Commissar for Defence, addressed some of the garrison at Frankfurt/Oder, Busse’s home
town.Hitler at Schloss Harnekop.Zhukov planned to use four combined-arms armies – the 47th,
3rd Shock, 5th Shock and 8th Guards – for the main thrust through the Oderbruch on the Seelow
Heights, with the 61st Army and 1st Polish Army covering the northern flank with water
crossings, while the 69th and 33rd Armies would destroy the German forces either side of
Frankfurt, which could be ignored for the moment, and then thrust for the Berlin
autobahn.1Goebbels in Frankfurt/Oder.Operations commenced on 14 April with a two-day
reconnaissance in force, in which the Soviets tried to seek out the German defence
preparations; in addition, the ground gained enabled them to prepare ways through the dense
minefields for their main offensive.Marshal Zhukov’s Operation Berlin planning conference in a
school at Landsberg/Warthe.The opening barrage at 0300 hours (local time) on 16 April was the
mightiest that had ever been recorded. Zhukov had concentrated 14,600 guns and mortars and
over 1,500 rocket-launchers, to which was added the fire of his 3,000 tanks and self-propelled
guns, all of which, whether aimed or not, produced the psychological effect he wanted in the
thirty-minute concentration. Then 143 searchlights were switched on; this was the signal to
advance, but the lights were also intended to blind the Germans and extend the daylight hours
for his troops to achieve their aims. However, this was largely a flop, for the massive
bombardment had created late First World War conditions for the advance and thrown up a
cloud of muck and smoke so thick that the searchlights could rarely penetrate it, while at the
same time causing night-blindness among the Russian troops. The worst effects of the
bombardment on the defence had been countered by the German withdrawal from the first line
of defence during the night in anticipation of what would occur.A crowded Soviet ferry with
rocket-launcher and jeep.When daylight came, the rate of advance was further slowed down by
the numerous water obstacles and boggy ground encountered in their path. Eventually, goaded
by Stalin with rival Marshal Koniev’s success to the south, Zhukov ordered in his two tank armies
to try to force the pace. The tank armies had not been expected to take part in the breakthrough
battle, the aim of which was to open up the start lines for the armoured thrust on Berlin.
Consequently they were unprepared for this move, as were the combined-arms armies already
fighting the battle, which now found the deployment of their supporting artillery chaotically
blocked by the tanks struggling to get through on the limited routes forward.Massed Soviet
artillery at the Oder.By the end of the first day the Soviets had gained a foothold on the Seelow
Heights east of Friedersdorf, had reached the foot of the Heights at Werbig and had made a
minor penetration into Seelow itself, but they were being held at these points. The main German
defence line along the Seelow Heights, known as the Hardenberg-Stellung, was still relatively



intact. Elsewhere progress had been disappointing.German victims of the Soviet
bombardment.On the second day the Soviets broke through at Werbig and Friedersdorf to
bypass either side of Seelow, which remained in German hands. The deliberately flooded valley
of Lietzen left only the main road from Seelow to Berlin and the area north of it passable to the
1st Guards Tank Army, whose armour was still entangled with the 8th Guards Army. In the north
the 1st Polish and 47th Armies closed up to Wriezen, having destroyed the 606th Infantry
Division between them, but the 61st Army on the flank had made little progress against the 5th
Light Division, nor had the 69th and 33rd Armies on either side of Frankfurt been able to break
the German defence. However, the 5th Shock Army in the centre had inflicted severe casualties
on the 9th Parachute Division and forced it back across the Alte Oder, where crossing points
were found for the 2nd Guards Tank Army. By this point, the Soviet casualties in infantry and
armour had reached such staggering dimensions that the Rear Area was scoured for manpower
capable of being used as infantry replacements.Soviet infantry swarming across the
Oderbruch.Reinforcements pouring across a Soviet bridge.Early on the third day the 8th Guards
and 1st Guards Tank Armies approached the Stein-Stellung at Diedersdorf, where German
survivors from the Hardenberg-Stellung were now occupying previously prepared positions. With
the aid of the Luftwaffe, they inflicted heavy casualties on the Soviet tanks lined up nose to tail
on the main road or coming down the open ground of the reverse slope opposite the German
positions. That night Zhukov issued orders for the command and traffic control measures now
seen to be necessary. He also, most unusually, combined the 1st Guards Tank Army with the 8th
Guards Army under Colonel General Chuikov, the latter’s commander.Between them the 47th
and 3rd Shock Armies had driven back the remains of the CIst Corps over the Heights, enabling
the 2nd Guards Tank Army to reach the higher ground, where they faced the spirited defence put
up by the SS Nordland Panzergrenadier Division, which had come down from the north during
the night and was deployed in some haste behind the shattered 9th Parachute Division by the
LVIth Panzer Corps, but was unable to withstand the overwhelming Soviet pressure and was
forced to yield ground during the day, while the SS Nederland Panzergrenadier Division, of
barely regimental strength, went to the support of the XIth SS Panzer Corps.A wrecked Soviet
tank in the Oderbruch terrain.The German 88mm flak guns exacted a heavy toll of Soviet
armour.General Theodor Busse, Commander of the 9th Army.Colonel General Vassili Chuikov,
8th Guards Army.The fourth day saw the inevitable breach of the final German lines north of
Buckow and at Müncheberg, but it had been an extremely costly victory. The Soviets admitted
the loss of 763 tanks and SPGs, amounting to a quarter of Zhukov’s armoured strength, and the
Soviet dead are believed in fact to have numbered twice the admitted figure of 33,000 quoted,
not counting Polish casualties, against German losses of about 12,000. The Soviet troops were
exhausted from the four-day battle and Zhukov’s plans for taking Berlin were in urgent need of
revision.The German 9th Army now split into three separate parts, the CIst Corps withdrawing in
the north to the screen of the Finow Canal and the LVIth Panzer Corps in the centre being driven
back on Berlin as it sought to rejoin the bulk of the 9th Army by the first available bridges over



the Spree. The XIst SS Panzer Corps, the Frankfurt Fortress and Vth SS Mountain Corps had
held their ground on the southern flank, and General Busse now organised a fighting withdrawal
south across the Spree into the complexity of the Spreewald, whose waterways provided scope
for a more flexible defence.CHAPTER TWOSEELOW TOUR A: 8TH GUARDS ARMY
BATTLEFIELDOBJECTIVE: This tour covers the Oderbruch battleground of the Soviet 8th
Guards Army between February and April 1945.DURATION/LIABILITY: This day-long tour is
dependent upon an introductory visit to the Seelow Heights Museum, which is closed on
Mondays, and is about a two-hour drive from Berlin.The Seelow Heights Museum.STAND A1:
THE SEELOW HEIGHTS MUSEUMDIRECTIONS: Leaving Berlin on the B-1, the former
Reichsstrasse 1 that once linked Prussia from Cleve to Königsberg, you have a drive of about 70
kilometres to reach Seelow. When you pass through the village of Diedersdorf, you are only a
short distance from Seelow. Avoiding the new bypass, turn off right into the town. On the right-
hand side of the road there is a boundary stone showing the founding date of the town as 1252.
Next on the left is an original Prussian milestone, the only survivor of those that once Prussia.
Beware, there is a speed camera just beyond the yellow ‘Seelow’ sign.Carry on straight through
the town until the road starts dipping downhill and watch out for the museum on your right. The
car park is signed off the road to the right beyond the museum office building, which has toilets
conveniently situated on the ground floor next to the car park. Steps lead up to the left of the
office block to the museum forecourt where there is a display of Soviet weaponry: a T-34/85
tank, a BM-13 ‘Stalin Organ’ rocket-launcher, a 152mm howitzer, a 76mm ZIS-3 divisional
artillery piece and a 120mm regimental mortar.THE SITE: The museum was designed to
resemble a log bunker and was built by the East German Government as a tribute to its
‘liberators’. Symbolic parades were held here and a lingering emphasis on the Communist-
inspired attitude towards the battle remains, while a post-Unification attempt to balance the
situation has been made at the entrance with tributes to ‘peace’.Gedenkstätte/Museum
Seelower HöhenOpening hours: 1000–1700 hours daily except Mondays, 1000–1600 hours
from November to March. Special arrangements can be made for large parties.Admission is €3
for adults, which includes a film or slide show.A pamphlet in English explaining the exhibits on
show is available at the desk upon request.Among the exhibits on the inside wall is a sample of
the wooden posts the Soviet engineers used for bridge-building in a manner virtually unchanged
since the days of the Romans. Then in the right-hand corner there is a model of a Mistel fighter-
bomber combination that was used by the Germans against the Soviet bridges. Next comes a
display showing the German contribution to the Soviet cause in the form of German Communist
volunteers serving in the Red Army and the propaganda work of turn-coat prisoners-of-war, so-
called Seydlitz-troops of the ‘Free Germany’ movement, against the Wehrmacht. It does not
show anything about the use of these POWs in action against their former comrades, something
we shall come across later in our tour.Around the corner there is a picture of Second Lieutenant
Karl-Hermann Tams, who commanded the forward company defending Seelow in the battle,
about whom we will learn more later. Another interesting exhibit is a model showing an approach



to the Seelow Heights from the Oderbruch in which the boggy state of the latter at the time of the
battle is clearly demonstrated.Far right, next to the entrance, is a model of General Chuikov’s 8th
Guards Army command post on the Reitwein Spur with the observation posts constructed for
Marshal Zhukov and himself on the top. Next to it is a display of photographs showing a plan of
the command post and its condition some forty years later. It was deliberately demolished by
soldiers of the East German Army when it was at last in danger of collapse. The scorching by
flamethrowers of the clay out of which it had been dug had held it virtually intact until
then.Among the items displayed in the centre of this room is a model of a river gunboat as used
by sailors of the Red Fleet in this battle, together with a map showing how they were brought
forward by rail and water to the Oder River from Pinsk in the Soviet Union.The museum provides
both slide-shows and films in its little cinema. The slide-show is accompanied by an illuminated
panoramic model of the battlefield, but the accompanying English commentary is ponderous,
and I would recommend asking for the film Roter märkischer Sand in English.Upon leaving the
museum bunker, turn sharp left up the steps to the higher level behind. There in the left-hand
corner you will see one of the 143 searchlights used by Marshal Zhukov in the battle of 16 April
1945 to provide his troops with a couple of extra hours of light to work in. Taken from the anti-
aircraft defences in Moscow and elsewhere in the Soviet Union, these searchlights were tested
in great secrecy to evaluate their use in providing light not only to illuminate the battlefield, but
also to denote inter-unit boundaries and to blind the enemy. (The British technique of creating
artificial moonlight by reflecting off the clouds was not attempted.) However, the test did not
allow for the accompanying bombardment that filled the air with smoke and muck, so that in the
end the use of searchlights proved a failure, generally adding to the confusion, and causing
night-blindness among their own troops and silhouetting them to the waiting Germans.Graves of
‘Heroes of the Soviet Union’.Next come two rows of red granite gravestones. These are the
graves of Soviet soldiers killed in Seelow and originally buried there but later moved here in a
tidying-up operation. The red granite is said to have come from a stock purchased by the
Germans from Sweden for the erection of a series of victory columns to mark the expansion to
the east. The columns were never built, but the Soviets were able to use this material for the
construction of their war memorials and as gravestones. Note that many are shown as
‘unknown’, for the Soviet soldier had to provide his own form of identity disc, usually a scrap of
paper with his details in a tiny tube on a cord necklace. Only the next of kin of those registered
as members of the Communist Party had the privilege of receiving notification of a death in
action.Searchlight and cemetery with the graves of ‘Heroes of the Soviet Union’ beyond.The
Soviet Memorial.The Oderbruch.The main cemetery here is reserved for sixty-nine holders of
the ‘Hero of the Soviet Union’ medal, the highest Soviet award; all were killed in the battle. Some
are buried in double graves, where the initial burial involved using a German wardrobe as a
double coffin. One gravestone bears the deceased’s photograph; this was stolen soon after
Unification and then returned anonymously several years later by post.The memorial facing this
cemetery, which was the focal point for remembrance parades over the years, bears an



inscription in Russian and German that translates roughly as: ‘Soviet soldiers you will be
remembered for ever, chiselled in stone, the names endure, the deeds alive in our memory. You
gave your lives to free us from Fascism and war; what burned inside you will remain a torch
within us. What you hated, we will hate even more, what you loved, we will love deeply. The
cause you died for, will be our reason for living.’Above is a symbolic statue combining a Russian
infantryman with the turret of a T-34/76 tank.In the far corner of the cemetery is an observation
point overlooking the Oderbruch valley below with a small concrete table model of the terrain.
From this viewpoint you can look down on to the Oderbruch below. This valley bottom was
drained on the orders of Frederick the Great in the eighteenth century and dykes constructed
along the banks of the Oder to prevent the flooding that used to occur twice a year. The
reclaimed land, an area about 40 kilometres long and 16 wide (25 x 10 miles), was then
occupied by thirty groups of settlers from all over his domains. The main characteristic of the
terrain is its absolute flatness, broken only by water channels. Little has changed over the
centuries except that the fields now tend to be larger as a result of the collective farming of the
Communist era.THE ACTION: In April 1945 a chain of anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns (the
famous 88s) extended along the foot of the Heights below. Right across your front, some 2,800
metres away and mainly hidden by the line of trees clipped by the factory chimney below us, is
the Hauptgraben, the main drainage ditch, which the German engineers had turned into an anti-
tank obstacle by cutting away the forward edge. On the left the tree-lined highway leads on to
Küstrin and, if visibility allows, you may see the tall chimneystacks in the distance which denote
the northern edge of that town. Note the line of trees framing the right-hand side of the field in
front of you which marks a 2-metre-wide cobbled track leading to the hamlet of Ludwigslust at
the foot of the Heights. This area will be visited later.On the morning of 16 April Captain Horst
Zobel had the remaining two squadrons of his 1st Müncheberg Panzer Battalion deployed on
this side of the Hauptgraben on either side of the main road, with ten Tiger tanks on the left and
ten Panther tanks on the right. He had sent four tanks forward to support the 76th
Panzergrenadier Regiment on the right-hand side of the road after sending a warning to the anti-
tank defences behind him. As soon as the morning mist cleared sufficiently, his tanks began
engaging the advancing Soviet armour. Later Zobel saw Soviet tanks advancing along the
cobbled track on his right but was under orders not to engage them because of the shortage of
ammunition. By nightfall he reckoned to have destroyed some 40 to 50 enemy tanks at no loss to
himself, but when the four tanks up ahead were recalled they were knocked out by the German
defences as they returned. Zobel then received orders to withdraw up a gully beyond the railway
station north of the main road, taking some of the anti-tank guns with him, but the latter proved
too heavy and had to be abandoned.STAND A2: THE ODER RIVER AT
REITWEINDIRECTIONS: Leaving the museum, turn downhill into the Oderbruch. As you come
to the foot of the hill, the flatness of the valley bottom becomes quite evident. The lack of cover
from view and fire meant that all movement had to be carried out at night, or during the
customary early morning mist. Immediately to your left was deployed the one-day-old IIIrd



Battalion of the 2nd Müncheberg Panzergrenadier Regiment, including Günther Labes, who
described how they had to engage the advancing Soviet infantry, silhouetted like ghosts in the
mist by their searchlights, with lacquered steel ammunition that constantly jammed in their rifles
and machine guns.1Next you come to the restored Hauptgraben, which gives little indication of
its value as an anti-tank obstacle today, but German engineers had cut away the leading edge to
make it impassable to tanks without bridging material to span it.Continuing along the highway
you can see the isolated farms of Neu Tucheband on your left. Most of these houses were
destroyed in the fighting, but their cellars, usually constructed from Feldsteine, granite boulders
carried down from Scandinavia by the glaciers of the last Ice Age, provided good shelter from
direct fire. On your right is the parallel row of trees lining the 2-metre-wide cobbled road leading
to Ludwigslust.As you approach the turn-off for Golzow on your left you pass the point where the
Oderbruch narrow-gauge railway used to cross the highway by means of a bridge with
embankments on either side, as it did the main Seelow–Küstrin line further on. This narrow-
gauge line connected with the main railway lines at Wriezen and Fürstenwalde via Seelow and
there are further traces of it to be found later on. The railway embankment here provided a useful
shelter for the German defenders in this area when the Soviets united their bridgeheads in late
March. The area around Golzow station on the main line and the adjacent First World War
veterans’ settlement was fiercely contested.2Further on, beyond a factory with a tall chimney
and two red-roofed houses to the left of the road, you can see what appears to be a small wood.
This is in fact the overgrown Küstrin fortress outwork of Fort Gorgast. Although it must have
played a prominent role in the fighting in this area, there is no mention of it in either Soviet or
German records, but it appears to have changed hands on 22 March.Fort GorgastOpen all year
round Monday–Friday, 1000–1600 hours, and the same hours on Saturdays and Sundays from
May to October. (This site is included in Seelow Tour B.)On entering Manschnow turn right on
the B-112 as for Frankfurt/Oder. This is where two German staff officers were captured at the
beginning of February 1945 while travelling to Küstrin, having no idea that the Soviets had
already crossed the Oder. The trees in the background on the left behind the village mark the
line of the Alte Oder stream that became the Soviet forward boundary in the early days following
a counterattack by tanks of the newly arrived 2nd Battalion, Brandenburg Panzer Regiment on 5
February.You will come to a bend in the road and open fields extend to left and right as you
approach Rathstock. The road here marks the extent of the Soviet advance in the 8th Guards
Army’s attempt to take the Seelow Heights on 2 March. The German positions on this side of the
Alte Oder were overrun, Rathstock was occupied and extensive minefields were laid to protect
their positions.The lone grave of Werner Müller.It is relevant here to point out how insignificant
the Seelow Heights look from this distance, for they are barely 30 metres (100 feet) higher than
the valley bottom, but as you pass through Rathstock the Reitwein Spur begins to loom up to
your front left. Turn left on the road leading to Reitwein village. As you approach a level crossing,
there is a cross marking a grave under a bush on the left. This is unusual, because by the time
the Communist authorities ordered the remaining local inhabitants to clear the battlefield of



German corpses, they had decomposed to such an extent that most were simply tipped into
adjacent trenches and buried unmarked, the vindictive authorities insisting that they be afforded
no honour. However, the grave of Werner Müller appears to have been treated
differently.Reitwein still bears some scars from the aerial and artillery bombardments it was
subjected to between February and April 1945. It was a target for Stuka ace Colonel Hans-Ulrich
Rudel, famous for his tank-busting feats, who was shot down near here in February and taken to
the VIP hospital in the Zoo Flak-tower in Berlin for treatment.Follow the main road, which turns
left at the restored war memorial, and head for the Oder River. A sign indicating German war
graves takes you to the little village cemetery on the left, where a mass grave incorporates those
who fell nearby.Now return and continue to the far end of the main road where the dyke rises in
front of you. Here there is a restricted vehicular access sign, so park here and continue on
foot.THE SITE: The Oder River flows in a wide curve from the south on your right and it is on this
bend that the ice tends to pack in winter, causing the water to overflow its banks. There was a
disastrous flood in 1947 as a result of war damage to the dyke and another bad one in 1997,
when the Bundeswehr was called in to heighten and reinforce the defences.The area you are
now in was a forbidden border area during the Communist rule, and consequently became a
nature sanctuary, the area between the embankment and the river itself varying considerably
over the year depending on the season and water level. (One former inmate of Colditz, Hugh
Bruce, remarked on his visit that he had picked out the sounds of twenty different species of bird
in his walk down to the riverbank.)The Oder River frozen over at Reitwein.The Oder River at
Reitwein in flood.Until the readjustment of national frontiers in 1945, Germany extended
eastwards well beyond the line of the Oder, and the local farmers used their own boats for
access to their fields on either side, while the river itself was a major commercial traffic route.
Disuse, however, has caused the riverbed to silt up and, although it has been buoyed to indicate
the main channel, it is rarely used for barge traffic today. A deserted watchtower on the Polish
bank acts as a reminder of how the former socialist brother-countries maintained a strong border
interface.THE ACTION: The pathway takes you down to a stony spit that was reinforced during
the Bundeswehr’s work on the embankment in 1997; the spit was previously a ferry landing
point, as is clear from the spit and track opposite. It is here that elements of the 8th Guards Army
crossed over the melting ice on 3 February using bundles of straw soaked in water and frozen,
and made a rapid thrust to seize Reitwein and the tip of the Reitwein Spur. The Luftwaffe lost
three aircraft here that day.The only German troops present when the Soviets arrived were some
sentries armed only with rifles from the small Reichsarbeitsdienst unit stationed in Reitwein to
help shepherd refugees through in a system that saw all those fit enough moved on after an
overnight stop.A Mistel combination fighter-bomber conversion.Trees growing out of a Mistel
crater.The first Soviet bridge built here was submerged when the Germans released the water
from a dam further up the Oder in a deliberate and controlled attempt to flood the Oderbruch.
This resulted in a heightening of the water table in the valley over the coming weeks, making the
ground boggy and difficult for the Soviet armour to manoeuvre across. However, although four



tanks were ferried across here at the beginning of the operation, they were almost immediately
recalled for the Pomeranian operation. The Soviets marked their submerged bridge with
branches sticking out of the water, and so gained a quite unfounded reputation for being able to
construct underwater bridges!The Oder River at Reitwein in spring.Soviet infantry and Lend-
Lease trucks crossing the Oder. Note the crude but robust and easily repairable construction;
also the width of the river in full flood.Returning to your transport, you pass two vast, water-filled
pits on your right surrounded by trees. These are believed to be the craters caused by Mistel
attacks.By mid-April 1945 the Soviets had two bridges coming into the embankment at this
point, one directly across the river and the other coming in diagonally from the direction of Göritz
(today’s Górzyca).In all the Soviets constructed some 26 bridges across the Oder and Warthe
Rivers, using 13 Pontoon, 27 Field Engineer and 6 Military Construction Battalions. The Göritz
bridge is said to have been destroyed twenty times, and that at Zellin to have cost 387
casualties, including 201 dead, during the seven days it took to construct. However, these Soviet
wooden bridges were easily repaired. The 1st Byelorussian Front had fourteen anti-aircraft
artillery divisions deployed in defence of its crossing points and installations in the
Oderbruch.STAND A3: ZHUKOV’S COMMAND POSTDIRECTIONS: Driving back into Reitwein,
you have what was the back of the Reitwein Spur in the coming fighting ahead of you. During
this time it was stripped of its trees by shellfire and also by deliberate felling to make bunkers.
The whole of the back of the spur was covered in them, and the top today is still covered by a
maze of trenches.Turn left at the village war memorial on Hathenower Weg and then right at the
T-junction ahead of you. Up the hillside to your left is the ruined village church, whose verger, an
old soldier of the First World War, was captured in his police uniform by the Soviets and was
made to dig his own grave before being executed. Such executions were not uncommon as a
result of the Soviet soldiers’ thirst for revenge for the atrocities committed in their own country,
whipped on by inflammatory articles written by Ilya Ehrenberg with Soviet sanction. It was not
until 14 April that the official line changed with a view to winning over the German population to
the Communist cause and sterner discipline was imposed upon the troops.Soviet infantry on the
Reitwein Spur.The Soviet cemetery at Reitwein.Opposite on the right is the Soviet cemetery
containing the remains of over a thousand soldiers killed in the vicinity. Park a few yards further
on and take the narrow track marked Schukow-Befehlsstand leading up to the left. At the last
building on the left I was once shown a skull split by an axe; it had just been dug up in the
garden, and clearly demonstrated the viciousness of the fighting here. Somewhere among the
buildings below on the right was the manor house where Labour Service troops conducted a
vain defence of the village under the leadership of the squire, retired Lieutenant Colonel von
Wittich, who had volunteered to serve on the staff of the Raegener Division assembling on the
Reitwein Spur, and arrived with a platoon of infantry to support the Reichsarbeitsdienst troops in
the village.Vehicle slots in the woods.You now come to a barrier across the track at the entrance
to the woods covering the spur. On the left is a deep cutting into the hillside for the protection of
the tanks securing this flank. As you continue along the track you can see traces of a



communication trench running roughly parallel to you on the left under the trees. Note that most
of the trees are post-war, for the heavy shelling caused the original trees to die of lead poisoning.
Those few that survive display shattered limbs.When you come to a junction turn left, following
the sign Schukow-Befehlsstand. Traces of sentry posts can be seen on either side of the track.
You are now inside the 8th Guards Army’s headquarters compound. Note how the railway
embankment behind you denoting the front line is desperately close.Opening up ahead and on
your left are three large slots for vehicles dug out of the hillside, and as the track swings right an
even deeper slot appears on your right, followed by another slot with two shallow scoops on the
far side close to the track. Soviet film footage exists showing officers stepping down into the
jeeps that were parked there.Next you come to the trace of a communication trench coming
straight down the hillside on your left and continuing away to the right. The remains of bunkers in
the form of shallow pits begin to appear on either side of the track.The path to the Schukow-
Befehlsstand leads off to the right. Just above the track you have been following are the remains
of General Chuikov’s command post bunker, a model and photograph of which feature in the
Seelow Museum. The near entrance has been restored with wooden logs shoring up the sandy
soil covering the clay into which it was dug but, as mentioned before, the tunnels have been
collapsed.The restored entrance to the 8th Guards Army command post.Zhukov’s command
post site in 2005.Follow the steep pathway up to the top of the hill, passing a sample of bunker
construction techniques and other restoration work on original bunkers and trenches; you also
pass the top end of the communication trench you passed earlier on the track. You finally
emerge at Marshal Zhukov’s observation post, where a sign warns that you enter at your own
risk. That on the right was General Chuikov’s. You need to be careful here, for the cliff edge in
front of you is mere sand held together by tree roots. Trees now obscure the view Zhukov would
have had across the valley, although it should be remembered that the weight of the artillery
bombardments would have seriously obscured the view anyway. However, the height of this
position would have been helpful for radio communication with his subordinate
formations.Marshal Zhukov and his staff conducting the battle.Soviet photographs show Zhukov
in this pit, which had a flat wooden coaming fitted to the sides and a camouflage net overhead;
he is surrounded by his staff, including his lady doctor. Of particular significance is a photograph
showing the worry on his face at one point, presumably when he realised that he would have to
report that he would not be able to meet his timetable for taking the Seelow Heights, to Stalin’s
intense disapproval. It should be remembered that Zhukov had effectively been demoted before
this battle to the command of a single army group or front, and lived in constant anticipation of
arrest through Stalin’s displeasure. Indeed, he kept with him a small suitcase ready packed for
prison.Note the trenches to the left of this position. These were a necessary part of the defences
as the Germans tried to force the Soviets back down the spur.Returning to your transport, drive
back out of the village. If you are running late in your schedule at this stage, you could take a
quick lunch-break at the village pub, Zum Hochzeitsmarkt, which is, however, closed on
Mondays and Tuesdays.STAND A4: LUDWIGSLUSTDIRECTIONS: Back at the main road, turn



right for Rathstock and then left into the village. Note the ruined church and some damaged
buildings on the way through. At the fork in the road at the end of the village turn left for
Sachsendorf. You pass the village cemetery and some post-war houses, but the road junction
was the limit of the Soviet advance until the reconnaissance in force on 14 April, when it became
important to lift some of the mines blocking the route forward for the main attack on the 16th. You
pass the remains of a collective farm of the post-war Communist era as you move on to
Sachsendorf, a long, narrow village, whose name indicates that it was founded by people
coming from Saxony at the invitation of Frederick the Great.
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Capt J. D. Obenberger, “A useful guide in handy size. A useful guide in handy size. Much
valuable material. The walking/touring routes are a bit overlong to be practical and the author fail
to mention some important sights, while at the same time detailing great stuff I'd never heard
about before, a fairlry ideosyncratic and eclectic selection. Some of the material seems recycled
from "Berlin: Then and Now". I echo the sentiments of an earlier reviewer that the work is
somewhat light on Cold War era material, for example entirely omitting mention of one of the few
still standing East German watch towers, one hidden behind buildings just south of Leipziger
Platz. Only passing references to the ugly atrocities against the civilian Berlin population, the
ensuing starvation, the clearing of the rubble, the rebuilding after the war and again after
unification. He is also light in discussing the occupation years, mentioning the location of only a
few of the allied kasernes and leaving out training areas, etc., which would be of interest to any
GI who served in Germany over the decades after the War. I do get the sense that some of the
text was written ten years ago or earlier and does not have the benefit of the historical view that's
now formed about what is and isn't important. Some of the discussion is light weight and seems
a bit off, such as the discussion of the state of the FuehrerBunker and the final Berlin surrender
to the Russians. The writing style strikes a contemporary American as an older and more stilted
UK English with the use of some terms that I don't think are used any longer on either side of the
Atlantic. Also, not very well proof-read. The author mistakes Jesse Owens for Jesse James, not
once but at least twice! My criticisms are mainly about style and his choices of emphasis. Don't
let these criticisms deter you much,because, all-in-all, and despite some defects, I think that it is
a most interesting and valuable book with much information that is hard or impossible for an
English speaker to find elsewhere, particularly about the many battles and skirmishes in Seelow
Heights, in the villages surrounding Berlin, and the neighborhood street fighting in Berlin proper.
The author is clearly the master of these facts and provides abundant narrations from first-hand
observers. Just don't take and swallow everything this book offers unchewed and undigested,
keep a critical mind toward the contents, and don't make it your only source for a WWII-Cold War
history visit to Berlin. I totally agree with another reviewer who suggested that history visitors
obtain Kopleck's Pastfinder Berlin book for the Nazi period, 1933-1945, between the two, and
with the use of contemporary maps and a map showing the path of the Wall, you will have what
you need to find and experience the sites upon which much of the history of the 20th Century
turned. BTW, most of the Pastfinder books are truly excellent, though it's hard to obtain some of
them.”

The Happening Place, “Detailed Berlin Battle Atlas. BBG does a good job of going into deep
detail about what happened where in the Battle for Berlin. If you want to know which units, both
German and Soviet, were where--down to streets and blocks-- plus the path of the advance,
then this book is a great resource. For a detailed researcher, it's so good that it can be a forensic



tool that helps you easily find the exact places where the outlined events took place.The big
drawback of this book is that if you're new to researching the Battle for Berlin, this book is not for
beginners. It presupposes that you have big picture knowledge of who and what happened
where. If you are a beginner start with Cornelius Ryan's, "The Last Battle" or Anthony Bevor's,
"The Fall of Berlin 1945".The book also does a good job of detailing Cold War sites which you
could use whether you were a beginner or seasoned researcher. However, it is an incomplete
Cold War resource. Really, it is only one of many you could use to figure out what happened
where. Consider others such as the excellent, well organized book by Maik Kopleck, "Pastfinder
Berlin 1945-1989: Traces of German History". Kopleck also publishes a Pastfinder Berlin book
for the Nazi period, 1933-1945 which is outstanding. You might have to order Kopleck's books
from amazon.de or amazon.co.uk.”

SprLdr35, “Liked it alot !!. Very interesting and enjoyed the book. Now I know where to go next
time I visit Gsrmany and Berlin”

Cem Oner, “Five Stars. Great book. Better than I expected. Fast delivery. Thanks”

Gustaf, “Excellent. Best guide ever, why have I not found this book before. Great in depth and
really shows you on the ground how to get to the right places”

David M. Mirro, “Five Stars. Very interesting.  Thanks.”

AN Morris, “Five Stars. A highly useful guide to the battlefields and the city.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Excellent!!!. Excellent book!!! Well written and with many tips for
anyone!!!”

Battleguide, “The Book to Have. If you want to know about the Fall of Berlin in 1945 and you
want to study it on the ground this is the must have book. Tony is the acknowledged expert on
the subject - if you don't believe me ask Antony Beevor.”

Keith Scarlett, “Book full of information. Great book full of information and maps of the battles
good service from vendor”

C J Fairman, “Deals with areas not covered in other books. Invaluable .... Deals with areas not
covered in other books. Invaluable for those who want to go beyond the organised tours. Could
do with updating.”

Cliente Ebook Library, “guida sempolice ma completa. T. Le Tissier autore di una serie di guide
sulla seconda guerra mondiale ancora una volta ci accompagna sulle tracce della drammatica



storia di Berlino dal 1939 ai giorni nostri”

Brenda, “Excellent. This book is so good using it to write script for battlefield tour”

The book by Tony Le Tissier has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 37 people have provided feedback.
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